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Deputy Prime Minister and Education Minister
Mohammad Thneibat attends the Teacher Skills Forum
at the Dead Sea on Saturday (Petra photo)

DEAD SEA — Educators convened on the
eastern shores of the Dead Sea on Saturday, to
network, engage and learn.
More than 1,000 educators from across the
region are taking part in the second Teacher
Skills Forum, which this year focuses on themes
related to early, concept-based, diﬀerentiated
and STEAM learning, which pertains to science,

technology, engineering, arts and maths.
Revolutionising education to cope with
changes taking place in the world, namely the
digital revolution and the in ux of information,
is a requirement that Arab countries "cannot
aﬀord to neglect", experts said at the opening of
the forum, held by the Queen Rania Teacher
Academy (QRTA) and the International
Baccalaureate (IB).
"The 2015 teachers forum seeks to provide
participants with the opportunity to learn new
pedagogies and develop innovative ways to
integrate technology in education, while
discussing means to improve classroom
education and overall school communities,"
QRTA CEO Haif Bannayan said at the opening,
held under the patronage of Her Majesty Queen
Rania.
He added that the two-day event, taking place
at the King Hussein Bin Talal Convention Centre,
also aims at bridging the gap between theory
and practice when it comes to teaching.
The forum includes 132 training workshops, half
of which are being presented in Arabic,
according to Bannayan, who noted that the
QRTA initiated pre-conference activities which
enabled teachers to explore answers for their
pressing education-related issues.
"A total of 383 teachers and 115 speakers took
part in the pre-conference activities," he said.
George Rupp, chairperson of the IB board of
governors, underlined the signi cance of the
forum.
"We are meeting at a time and in a place that
cries out for commitment beyond selfpreoccupation and understanding that focuses
on the challenges of respect across cultural
differences."
He commended Queen Rania's eﬀorts to
develop education, noting that she has been
"invaluable in encouraging and sponsoring
outstanding educational ventures throughout
Jordan and across the region".
"In particular, I congratulate her on the

development of this teacher’s academy, which
promises to become, or already is — an
indispensable forum for teachers in the entire
region," Rupp noted.
Also at the forum, Senator Haifa Najjar
presented a paper focused on education in
Jordan and challenges facing it.
She stressed that teachers are the Kingdom's
tool for change and prosperity, a belief that
stems from their ability to inculcate concepts of
openness, respect and good citizenship among
the younger generation.
"Educators should seize the opportunity to
regain their role as social activists whose role
goes far beyond closed classrooms," Najjar said.
David Hawley, chief academic oﬃcer for the IB,
detailed ways through which teachers can
motivate students to think and nd solutions to
different challenges they face.
In an interview with The Jordan Times on the
sidelines of the forum, Ratna Ghosh, professor of
English at McGill University in Montreal,
expressed her enthusiasm about the forum.
"The future of our countries lies in the hands of
teachers," she said.
Ghosh is participating in a forum session titled
"The Right to Be Diﬀerent", which tackles ways
in which teachers can maintain students'
different identities.
After living in "homogenous" societies, the
world is entering a new era, when diﬀerences
are colliding rather than celebrated, according
to Ghosh.
"Globalisation,
international
migration,
imported labour and the in ux of people in and
out mean that diﬀerent cultures, religions and
languages are coming together. We have to
recognise these differences," she said.
"Diﬀerence does not mean de ciency. Teachers
should respect and celebrate diﬀerences in
children, because if they have good identities,
they will be secure people," Ghosh added.

The professor underlined the importance of this
concept in ghting radicalism, which thrives on
people's lack of belonging.
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of our times are not in books or texts,

SAP Fernkurse

Mit SAP-Anwenderzertifikaten.
Gratis Infos & Beratung hier!

Add new comment

Your name

Comment *

CAPTCHA
This question is for testing whether or not you are
a human visitor and to prevent automated spam
submissions.
Math question *
3+0=
Solve this simple math problem and enter the result. E.g.
for 1+3, enter 4.

Save

Popular

Rated

Commented

Laziness and lack of sleep can
shorten your life, especially when
combined
Dec 12, 2015

Lebanon's Hariri says to pursue
power-sharing plan for presidency
Dec 13, 2015

Warriors streak ends with loss to
Bucks
Dec 13, 2015

Iran's possible next Supreme leader
being examined — Rafsanjani
Dec 13, 2015

OPINION
Editorial
Peace, and a happy New Year!
Friday 01 January 2016

GCC states face their biggest
challenge ever
Jan 01, 2016

Could it be the world is getting
better?
Jan 01, 2016

Can apps prevent human
trafficking?
Jan 01, 2016

How to fight terrorism
Jan 01, 2016

University
Scholarship

Online degree programs,
partial Scholarships
available.

Newsletter
Get top stories and blog posts emailed to you each day.

Enter your email

VIDEOS

SUBSCRIBE

‘Hashemite
custodianship of
Jerusalem’s Islamic and
Christian holy sites is a
sacred duty’

Two street drifters
detained after blocking
Amman tunnel

Jordan marks 47th
anniversary of Karameh
Battle

Extremism is alien to our
values — Queen Rania

Jordan complains
against Palestine over
suspected match fixing

King makes dreams of
young cancer patients
come true (video)

THE JORDAN TIMES
The Jordan Times is an independent English-language
daily published by the Jordan Press Foundationsince
October 26, 1975. The Jordan Press Foundation is a
shareholding company listed on the Amman Stock
Exchange.

PAGES

SECTIONS

About us
Contact Us
Advertise
What's On

Local
Region
World
Bussiness
2015

Sports
Features
Opinion
Letters

CONTACT US
To send your articles , please do email :
editor@jordantimes.com
call us : +962 6 5600-800
ext. 2392

    

Copyright © 2015 The Jordan News. All Rights
Reserved.

